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“Welcome to the Annual Progress Report.  The work that we have 

done over the past several years is definitely showing up in our 
student achievement data.  While most of our student’s individual 

scores went up this year, our overall scores went down. As we 
break down the data into subgroups, we find that we have some 

more work to do to ensure that ALL of our students are reaching 

their potential in terms of success.  This will be the focus of 
our continued efforts to increase student achievement across our 

district for the 2009-2010 school year.   
  

Our building leadership teams, along with our staff learning 

teams across the district, are working diligently to ensure that 
we are focusing on the learning that is taking place with each 

student and not just the instruction that is delivered.    
 

Thank you again for entrusting your son/daughter(s) preparation 

for future success to our educators.” 

 
Sincerely, 
Devin D. Embray, Superintendent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Independence Community School District 

Board of Education 

 

2008-2009 
 

Dawnye Sturtz-President 

Charlie McCardle-Vice President 

John Christensen-Director 

Kathryn Jensen-Director 

Kevin “K.C.” Robb-Director 

Charmaine Wickwire-Secretary 

Devin Embray-Superintendent 

 

 
 

2008-2009 Management Team 
 

Dave Jacobson (Middle School Principal), Karl Kurt 

(High School Principal), Steve Noyes (Technology 

Director), Rudi Hameister (West Elementary 

Principal), Mike Donnelly (Transportation and 

Grounds), Devin Embray (Superintendent), Sandy 

Merritt (Curriculum/School Improvement Director), 

Dr. Mary Jean Blaisdell (East Elementary and Early 

Childhood Principal),  Buffy Campbell (Athletic 

Director), Kelly Duritsa (Food Service Director), 

Charmaine Wickwire (Finance Director). 

 

 

Devin Embray ~    
Superintendent of Schools 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2008-2009 
Curriculum Coordinating Council 

Members 
 

• Devin Embray-Superintendent 

• Sandy Merritt-Director of 

Curriculum and School 

Improvement-Facilitator 

• Kathryn Jensen-School Board 

• John Christensen-School Board  

• Rudi Hameister-West Principal 

• Dr. Mary Jean Blaisdell-East and 

Early Childhood Principal 

• Dave Jacobson-MS Principal 

• Karl Kurt-HS Principal 

• Bret Adams-HS Guidance 

Counselor 

• Amy McGraw-Parent 

• Anne McMillan-Parent 

• Shelly Bagge-Parent 

• Casey Reinkoester-Juvenile Court 

Liaison 

• Jeff Struck-AEA 267 Consultant 

• Robin Crawford-1st grade teacher 

and CCC Secretary 

• Donalyn Pogue-Kindergarten 

teacher 

• Kay Grover-4th grade teacher 

• Tracy Curtis-8th grade teacher 

• Ronda Hilbert-MS special 

education teacher 

• Lori Dietzenbach-MS Special 

Education teacher 

• Mark Torgerson--HS Math teacher 

• Judy Kress-West media associate 

• Tracy Steger-HS Language Arts 

teacher 

• Byron Reeder-HS Math teacher  

 
 
 

“The Curriculum Coordinating Council is the district decision-making body 

for all issues relating to curriculum, instruction, and assessment.  They also 

assist with decision-making in the area of professional development and 

have input into school improvement issues. During the 2008-2009 school 

year, the district focused attention on communication, high academic 

expectations, the curriculum revision process, and the Iowa Core 

Curriculum. 

 

Iowa Core Curriculum (ICC) is a state initiative that will ensure every 

student has the skills and concepts he/she needs to be able to live and work 

successfully in the 21
st
 Century.  A district leadership team attended AEA 

267 trainings to assist us in preparing for implementation. Districts are to 

begin the implementation process during the 2009-10 school year, with full 

K-12 integration to occur by 2014-15.  Targeted content areas are listed 

below.  Because of the district’s hard work and focused attention on 

curriculum revision over the last five years, Independence is ahead of many 

districts in preparing to integrate Iowa Core.   We are definitely a ‘forward 

moving district’ “. 
Sandy Merritt– Director, Curriculum and School Improvement 

 

Iowa Core Curriculum Content Areas  

o Literacy 

o Math 

o Science 

o Social Studies 

o 21st Century Skills 

o Civic Literacy 

o Financial Literacy 

o Technology Literacy 

o Employability Skills 

 

 
 

Board of Education Goal  
Through a series of work sessions and retreats, the Board 

of Education has created a goal statement.  This goal 

statement is important because it communicates to the 

community the priorities and actions the BOE will take 

during the school year and beyond.  See the action steps 

the Board has created to accomplish the goal on the 

website at www.independence.k12.ia.us – and go to 

<District Information> and then <Board of Education>. 

“ The Independence Community 
School District’s Board of 
Education will promote efforts to 
increase student achievement by 
supporting district initiatives 
and will strive to provide 
opportunities, resources, and a 
highly qualified staff to all 
students. The Board will work to 
enhance a climate of positive 
communication while managing 
the schools in an efficient and 
cost effective manner. 

” 

Goals 
 

“ 

Why Iowa Core? 

o   To ensure high 

expectations for teachers 

and students 

o To meet the needs of all 

students 

o To address global and 

local challenges 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          
     

 

                                                                                         

       
 

 

 

                                                                                             

District Projects 

Tips and 

Tools 

Several projects took place during the 2008-2009 school year, including Tips and Tools, 
Sustaining Parent Involvement Network (SPIN), Farm to School, a new high school proposal, 
technology purchasing, and building improvements.   
 
“Tips and Tools” was held three times this school year – in September, February, and April.  
Learning sessions helped parents understand the programs and policies of the district.  Other 
sessions provided information on important issues facing their children, such as internet safety.  
Sessions were held at the Middle School. A light meal and childcare were included.  Great door 
prizes were awarded at the end of the evening which included iPods, an iPhone, gas cards, gift 
certificates, and much more.  Tips and Tools will continue during the 2009-10 school year.  

 

The following were the sessions 

offered this year during the Tips 

and Tools Nights for Parents.  

The events were made possible 

through a grant from the 

Buchanan County Foundation. 
 

! Sustaining Parent Involvement 
! Getting off to a Great Start at 

Middle School 
! Helping Your Child Succeed in 

Reading, Math, Writing 
! Respect and Protect 
! 529 Plans-Saving for College 
! Helping Your Child Succeed in 

Middle School 
! Where Our Tax Dollars Go 
! School Board Open Forum 
! Education Today and Its Impact 

on Our Students 
! Services at Indee Public Library 
! 4 Year Old Pre-School Grant 
! Internet Safety 
! Healthy Kids 
! Farm to School 
! Body Safety 
! Driver’s Permits/School Permits  



  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

“Sustaining Parent Involvement Network (SPIN)” Our district participated in this AEA 267 grant during 

the 2008-09 school year.  A team comprised of teachers, administrators, and parents from each building 

traveled to AEA 267 throughout the school year to learn how we can improve student achievement through 

parent involvement.   A critical first step is ensuring that parents and community members feel welcome 

when they enter a building.  We did a “Welcoming Walk Through” of each building to identify areas of 

need.  As a result, we increased our signage around and within every building.  We greatly appreciate the 

insight and support our parents and community members provided the district during this project!!  Together 

we made some great improvements in and around our buildings!   

                                                                                    

                                                                                                
                                                                                                             As a result, the high school added signs to help  visitors 

                                                                                                              find the office. 

                                                                                           

 
Community teams prepare for their “Walk Through” checking 

 to see how easy it is to find rooms, signage both within and  

around the buildings, entrances, etc.                                                                                          

  
  

                                                                                       

                                                                                      

District Projects 

 

Directional signs were put around the 

campus to help people locate buildings. 

  

 

Right-West added a mural and directional 

arrows to the entrance to enhance the 

welcoming effect for those entering the 

building and provide directions. 

East created a building map to help visitors locate classrooms. 



 

 
“Farm to School (F2S)”  Your school lunch program is buying local!!  We are in the second year with the 

Independence area Farm to School Chapter.  Our goal is simple; to serve fresh, locally grown produce to every 

student in our district.  This goal also includes a school garden at East Elementary, classroom education, and field 

trips. 

 

Thanks to Micki Sand-Cohen and many other F2S volunteers, our East garden managed to produce enough tomatoes 

for us to serve the students at East one day in August.  Micki and her students made zucchini bread using the zucchini 

from the garden!  Students are learning that their food comes from the land rather than a box in the grocery store. 

 

Our 7
th

 graders toured three farms in the spring, Hansen’s Dairy in Hudson, Applecart Orchards in Vinton, and Priebe 

Family Organic Farm south of Independence. The experience showed students what ‘locally grown’ means and where 

their food really comes from. 

 

We have increased the foods we are buying locally from 4 items to over 15 and the number of growers we buy from 

has gone from 4 to 9!  We have purchased vegetables in season at the peak of their taste, nutritional value and 

ripeness and served them fresh at every school, with only a few exceptions.  The fruits & vegetables we’ve served are 

sweet corn, cabbage for coleslaw, yellow squash, zucchini, tomatoes, bell peppers, carrots, cucumbers, apples, baby 

red potatoes with fresh rosemary & thyme, lettuce and green beans.      
                                                                                                                              Kelly Duritsa, Food Services Director 

 

          

         

District Projects 

 

Farm to School 



 

 

 

District Projects 
New High School Project 

 
In 2007, a committee was organized and given the task 
of selecting an architect to complete a full 
assessment of the current high school. The Assessment 
Committee, consisting of citizens from the 
Independence Community School District, did a 
tremendous amount of research in the final 
recommendation to hire two architectural firms - Kane 
and Johnson from Rochester, MN, and HSR Associates 
from LaCrosse, WI. 
  
After hearing the assessment results, school board 
members decided to proceed with a new high school 
building and approved the same firms as the architects 
of record for a December bond referendum in 2008. The 
bond issue was narrowly defeated, receiving 57% 
approval. 
 
The district is currently beginning to share their 
thoughts on what the 92 acres of land could look like 
with a plan named “Vision 92." This written record of 
how the district envisions the 92 acres in the future 
was worked on during the spring and summer of 2009. 
The plan, indicating how the land may be utilized with 
a new high school as well as other uses, will continue 
to be shared with various groups and individuals 

during the 2009-10 school year. The district is 
seeking your input and feedback in the evolving 
“Vision 92” plan. 

 
People for Progress, a community based group, is 
working tirelessly with the district to help bring 
this project to reality. Their support with the 
project is greatly appreciated!" 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Building Projects for 2008-2009 

 

The Buildings and Grounds staff was busy during 

the school year.  The following are a few of the 

projects completed around the district.  

! Repaired the high school tennis 

courts 

! Installed security systems in all 

buildings 

! Repaired roofs at all buildings 

! Replaced lights at East, West, and 

Middle School 

! Replaced the boiler at the middle 

school 

!  Replaced the entrance steps at 

the high school 

! Installed new bathroom fixtures in 

all the West bathrooms 

! Replaced ceilings at West and 

East 

! Rewired the high school shop 

area and added air lines in the 

machine shop 

! Repaired and replaced concrete 

across the district 
 

Computer Purchase 

 

Some 115 new computers were purchased during the 

2008-2009 school year using SILO and special education 

funds, as well as a Project Lead the Way Grant. Purchases 

were for both teacher and classroom use. Students in 

special education will have new up-to-date portable labs to 

complete projects and conduct research. The middle 

school will have a PC lab for Project Lead the Way. The 

continued focus on technology is moving the district 

closer to its goal of having no technology more than 6 

years old.  Our students truly will be ready to compete in 

the 21st century! 



       
   

 

             
                                                                                 

 

Grade % Proficient 

3 69.47% 

4 83.52% 

5 82.42% 

6 50.55% 

7 69.89% 

8 64.36% 

9 86.24% 

10 73.45% 

11 79.80% 

   Reading Comprehension 
Reading comprehension impacts all subjects in 

all grades.  Each school and grade continue to 

work diligently to provide students the 

necessary skills to help them better understand 

the material they are reading in all content 

areas.  As the graphs illustrate, scores at 4th 

and11th grades remained relatively the same 

while 8th grade lost some ground. The number 

of students who are in the low proficiency 

band has increased which could be one reason 

why  proficiency remained about the same.  

This is a concern.  Next year we will focus 

close attention on improving reading 

comprehension for students on the lower and 

upper ends, which will also help to increase the 

total proficiency. 

 



 

 

                 

                                                                                                                                   

                      

Mathematics 

Grade % Proficient 

3 75.60% 

4 82.10% 

5 78.10% 

6 50.60% 

7 70.60% 

8 65.35% 

9 86.11% 

10 75.22% 

11          79.80% 

      

 

Math scores in general continue to be 
fairly strong at elementary and high 

school levels.  There are more students 
in the low percentile range at all grades.  
Fourth grade generally maintained the 
total percentage of student proficiency. 

Eighth grade had very few students 
who ranked highly proficient.  We will 
closely monitor those students who fall 

in both the low and high proficiency 
range to increase their achievement 

levels, which will impact total 
proficiency. 

 



 

  

 

                 
                                                                                                                              

      
 

      

Grade % 
Proficient 

3 82.11% 

4 85.30% 

5 80.22% 

6 61.54% 

7 79.12% 

8 85.40% 

9 85.19% 

10 81.42% 

11 81.50% 

    Science 

Students continue to show high levels 
of proficiency in the area of science.  

Our 4th, 8th, and 9th grades are moving 
closer to high proficiency (90-99th 
percentile).  The 4th and 8th grade 
increased proficiency this year by 

about 2%.   The 3rd, 4th, 5th 8th, 9th, 10th 
and 11th grades are scoring in the 80tth 

percentile!  Our community should be 
proud of our hard working students 

and staff. 
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                                                                                                                                  Low Socio Economic 

                                                    Students on IEPs                                             
 

Student with                                                

                                                                 Students With IEPs                                            
 
 
                                  

                                                                                        

                                                                          

                                                                 

 

 

 
                                                                         Gender-Male and Female 

Grade Math Reading Science 

3
rd

 64.8% 48.6% 70.2% 

4
th

 68.6% 74.3% 71.% 

5
th

 68% 80% 68% 

6
th

 47.3% 30.6% 39% 

7
th

 55.5% 55.6% 57.6% 

8
th

 48.5% 48.5% 78.2% 

9th 75.76% 69.70% 69.70% 

10
th

 64.29% 71.43% 71.43% 

11
th

 42.86% 46.43% 60.71% 

Grade Math Reading Science 

3
rd

 35% 50% 65% 

4
th

 61.9% 61.9% 81% 

5
th

 47.1% 61.1% 55.6% 

6
th

 31.6% 15.8% 52.7% 

7
th

 50% 40.7% 53.7% 

8
th

 38.9% 41.7% 77.1% 

9th 58.33% 58.33% 50% 

10
th

 67.86% 46.43% 67.86% 

11
th

 48.65% 54.05% 56.75% 

 Math   Reading Science 

 M F M F M F 

3
rd

 80% 69.2% 63.6% 79.5% 81.8% 84.6% 

4
th

 78.8% 86.4% 76.9% 91.8% 82.6% 89.2% 

5
th

 79.6% 76.3% 77.6% 92.3% 83.6% 77% 

6
th

 76.5% 58% 53% 47.4% 64.7% 55.3% 

7
th

 76.4% 82.5% 71% 70% 70% 90% 

8
th

 69.1% 60.7% 80.36% 92.45% 90.2% 81.8% 

9th 83.64% 88.68% 70.8% 73.1% 81.82% 88.68% 

10
th

 78.69% 71.15% 72.13% 75% 86.89% 75% 

11
th

 69.49% 82.54% 76.19% 79.66% 74.60% 86.44% 

Additional Information 
Proficiency and What it Means on ITBS/ITED 

 
Proficiency is defined PPrProficiency is described as any student who scores above the 41st percentile. The goal is 

to increase the percent of students who score above the 41st percentile and 
increase individual student growth.  The state now combines grades (3-5, 6-8, and 
11) to determine whether our district is making adequate yearly progress.  From 
these percentages, the state determines whether we will be on the “Watch List” or 
a “School In Need of Assistance.”  

Low Performance or Not Proficient = 1st – 40th percentile 

Intermediate Perfor  Intermediate Performance or Proficiency  = 41st – 89th percentile 

High Performance o High Performance or Proficiency = 90th – 99th percentile 

 

 

 

Sub Groups                  

 
Iowa Tests of Basic Skills and the 

Iowa Tests of Educational 

Development include a wide range 

of tests given to students.  The 

district is judged on the percentage 

of students who score above the 

proficiency level in math, reading                         

comprehension, and science. 

 

Scores are also broken down by 

subgroup.  By doing this, we can 

isolate the students who are 

struggling or who need further 

challenge.  The tables on this page 

illustrate how well these subgroups 

performed this year. 

Nat’l Assessment of Educational Progress 2007. Average Scale Score 

and % of Students at Each Achievement Level for Iowa and the Nation 

 Ave. 

Score 

Below 

Basic 

 

Basic Profic 

ient 

Advanced 

Reading - Grade 4       

 

     

Iowa 225 26% 36% 29% 7% 

National public 220 34% 34% 24% 7% 

Reading-Grade 8      

Iowa 267 20% 44% 33% 2% 

National Public 261 27% 43% 27% 2% 

Mathematics-Grade 4      

Iowa 243 13% 44% 38% 5% 

National public 239 19% 43% 33% 5% 

Mathematics-Grade 8      

Iowa 285 23% 42% 28% 7% 

National public 280 30% 39% 24% 7% 

 

Inclusion Rates (% included in Assessment) 

 

 Reading Math 

 Gr. 4 Gr. 8 Gr. 4 Gr. 8 

IA  

69.6 

 

71.6 

 

90 

 

84.7 

IEP 

Nat’l 

65.6 

 

65.6 

 

80.4 

 

70.1 

IA 

72.9 

 

74.3 

 

96.1 

 

97.2 

ELL 

Nat’l 

80 

 

77.3 

 

92.3 

 

88.9 

 



 Our Second Assessment               

Districts must give a second assessment to at least part of their student body.  Independence uses the MAP (Measures 
of Academic Progress) assessment at West and Middle School for this purpose.  This is a computerized assessment 
given in the fall and in the spring that indicates growth during a single school year and over multiple years in the 
areas of reading, language arts, math, and science.  This assessment is different from ITBS/ITED in that it is not 
timed, is computer based and is set up to adjust to the student’s level of knowledge.  If the student answers 
incorrectly, the test adjusts to a lower level.  If the student answers accurately, the test takes the student to a higher 
level of questions. From the data, teachers are able to determine what skills and concepts each student is ready to 
learn.  Scores are reported in RIT(Ready for Instruction Today) bands, not percentages.   Data from 2007-08 are 
presented on the graphs on this page.  Note that grades 3-6 were assessed last year.  Sixth grade did not take the 
science assessment in 07-08.  Graphs illustrate growth from fall to spring. 
 

 

       
 

 
 
 

         National Spring Norms 
Grade Reading Math Science 
3 199 203 196 
4 205 211 200 
5 211 219 204 
6 214 223 207 
7 217 228 209 
8 221 232 212 

RIT scores are put into 10 point RIT bands (181-190, 191-

200, 201-210, etc). Comparing Indee to national norms: 

Reading-4
th

 and 6
th
 were in same RIT bands as national 

                3
rd

 grade was higher than national norm  

Math-3
rd

, 4
th
, 6

th
 were in same RIT bands 

           5
th

 grade was higher  

Science-4
th

 and 5
th
 were in same RIT bands 

             3
rd

 grade was in a higher RIT band 



  Our Second Assessment 
Because the district believes that MAP provides valuable information that can help guide instruction, a 

decision was made to expand usage of this assessment to include 3
rd

 through 8
th
 graders in 2008-09.   Data 

from MAP will help teachers identify skills and concepts that students understand and those that need more 

instruction.  This will help us to meet the needs of all of our students. 
 

     
 
 

 
 

                

Fifth and eighth grade science spring scores 

remained the same as in the fall.  All other grades 

in all subjects improved from the fall, affirming 

that our students did make growth. Third and sixth 

grades made more progress this year than last year 

in reading and math.  

 

 In comparing our scores to national norms: 

Reading  4
th

 &  7
th

 were in the same RIT band .  

               8
th

 grade exceeded the national norms! 

Math-3
rd

 was in the same RIT band .  

       4
th

 5
th

, 6
th

, 7
th

, and 8
th

  exceeded national norms  

Science- 3
rd

, 4
th

, 5
th

, 6
th

, and 8
th

 were in the same 

RIT band as national norms.  

       7
th

 was above the national norm.  

 



                           

 

 

Early 
Childhood 

Center 

East  
and 

West 
Elementary 

Middle School High School 

" Each 
classroom 
is 
equipped 
with at 
least 1 
computer. 

" 1 Mac Lab for 
student use. 

" Each 
classroom has 
at least 1 
computer.  

" Some 
classrooms 
have 2 or 3 
computers for 
station 
learning.   

" 1 portable  
lab of 10 
laptops for 
students in 
special 
education 

 

" 2 Mac Labs – 1 
for the 6th grade 
computer class 
and another for 
classroom use.   

" Each classroom 
has at least 2 
computers.   

" 1 portable  lab 
of 10 laptops for 
students in 
special 
education 

"  1 PC Lab for 
Project Lead the 
Way 

" PC labs are 
available to 
students after 
class hours. 

" 2 Business labs 
used for 
instruction 
during the day 
with 1 available 
to classrooms. 

" 1 Lab used for 
Industrial 
Technology 
instruction.   

" 1 Mac Lab for 
classroom use.  

" Several mini-
labs for 
classroom use 
by groups of 
students. 

" 1 portable  lab 
of 10 laptops 
for students in 
special 
education 

 

Technology Tidbits 
 

• Teachers and students investigated more ways to 

integrate technology into their learning. 

• Every classroom has Internet access and e-mail. 

• 100% of students are proficient on the 8
th

 grade 

technology assessment. 

• K-5 students continued to get computer time to 

learn keyboarding skills. 

• Public Access Channel 8 provides district 

information. 

• 6
th

 graders learned about technology and specific 

computer applications during a keyboarding class. 

• Across the district, some 115 computers were 

purchased this past year. 

• Students in special education will have access to 

portable labs in each building in 2009-10. 

• Power School will be in its third year in the district 

and continues to improve. 

• One Call Now continues to be an efficient way to 

disseminate important information to the 

community. 

 

Technology 

Technology Integration Plans 
Technology is an integral part of the 
Iowa Core Curriculum and our district 
curriculums.  Our district goal is to 
increase the integration of technology 
into classrooms, increasing student 
achievement and providing students 
with the skills necessary to be prepared 
for working and living in the 21st 
Century.  Teachers continue to set goals 
to learn more about a specific technology 
or software every year. During the 2008-
09 school year, examples of those focus 
areas included: Interactive Mimio 
Boards, software, digital cameras, 
webpage design, and classroom 
projection devices. 

Visit the district website at www.independence.k12.ia.us to find out 
even more information related to what is taking place in the district.  
Grade Level Expectations are posted as well as a calendar of events, 
directions to home and away events, resources for students preparing 
for post-secondary schooling, resources for parents, and much more.  
As always, you may call 319-334-7400 if you have any questions or 
concerns. 
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Character Counts was added to the 
Respect and Protect Program in K-8 
grades last year and continues to be an 
important part of the curriculum at each 
grade level. Supporting anti-bullying, 
Character Counts instills in students the 
6 Pillars of Character listed below.  
 
  

Goals of Respect and Protect 
1. Reduce the severity and frequency of, 

and work towards eliminating all 

incidents of violence in the school 

setting 

1. Ensure the safety and well being of 

students and staff. 

2. Eliminate enabling and the tolerance 

and entitlement that enabling allows. 

3. Create a safe, supporting, nurturing 

atmosphere highly conducive to 
learning. 

 

Violence/Disrespect 
 

Violence/disrespect is any mean 
word, look, sign or act that 

threatens or hurts a person’s body, 
feelings, reputation, or things. 

 

NO ONE IS ENTITLED TO USE 

VIOLENCE/DISRESPECT. 

 

VIOLENCE/DISRESPECT IS NOT 

TOLERATED IN OUR SCHOOLS. 

 

 

Respect and Protect & 

Character Counts 

The Six 
Pillars of 
Character 

T rustworthiness 

e 

R espect 

R esponsibility 

i 

F airness 

i 

C aring 

C itizenship 
(Character Counts version 
of spelling “terrific”)  

 

A total of 20 teachers, teacher associates, and, 

administrators were trained in Crisis Prevention 

during the 08-09 school year.  The training helps 

adults better understand what causes aggressive 

acting out behaviors, how to help students de-

escalate, and how to handle crisis situations when 

they occur.   Training will continue during the 09-10 

year. 

The district monitors 

school climate issues 

through various 

surveys: 

o Iowa Youth 

Survey 

o ICSD Respect & 

Protect Survey 

o ICSD Student 

Survey 



 

 

East Elementary 
Dr. Mary Jean Blaisdell, Principal 

211 9
th

 Ave. S.E.  334.7425 

Middle School 
Dave Jacobson, Principal 

1301 1
st
 St. W.  334.7415 

West Elementary 
Rudi Hameister, Principal 

1103 1
st
 St. W.  334.7430 

High School 
Karl Kurt, Principal 

514 5
th

 Ave. S.E.  334.7405 

Success Center 
Tammy Ryan, Coordinator  

Devin Embray, Principal 

2349 Jamestown Ave.  334.7440 

Early Childhood Center 
Dr. Mary Jean Blaisdell, Principal 

1110 1
st
 St. W.  334.4780 
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