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Independence School District 
Pre-School Observation Form 

 
Student ________________________________________________ 
Date________________________ 
 
Please rate:         N=Never    S=Sometimes  A= Almost Always 
 
________   Shows curiosity, interest and initiative in learning new skills. 
  
________   Masters a skill with little repetition. 
 
________  Completes directed and self-initiated task. 
  
________  Concentrates on a task. 
  
________  Recognizes and solves problems through trial and error, active    
                           exploration, discussion and interactions. 
 
________   Shows confidence and independence in tasks and accomplishments. 
 
________  Initiates, listens and responds to conversations with others. 
 
________  Speaks in sentences of increasing length and complex grammar. 
 
________  Follows simple directions that involve several actions. 
  
________   Asks and answers a variety of question types. 
 
________   Shows interest in books and attempts to read familiar ones. 
  
________                Tells others about his/her drawings and writings. 
   
________   Can recognize and create patterns and can predict what comes next in   
                            a pattern. 
 
________                 Sings, listens and interacts using finger-plays. 
 
________  Interacts with peers in play activities. 
 
________  Shows creativity and imagination in dramatic play situations. 
 
________  Likes to create and invents things using blocks and shapes. 
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    Teacher Recommendation Form 
ECLIPSE 

 
 
Teacher’s Name ___________________              School 
Year__________ 
 
 
The purpose of this form is to help with the selection process for the ECLIPSE program.  As a 
teacher, you are in a unique position to identify students with particular characteristics.  A child 
that is identified as gifted and talented demonstrates outstanding potential in one or more of the 
following areas: 
 

1. General intellectual ability 
2. Specific academic aptitude 
3. Creativity 
4. Leadership        

 
Please view the list of characteristics.  Beside each characteristic, if there is a child in your class 
that stands out in that area, please write his/her name on the line.  You may list more than one 
student.  Also, a student’s name may appear more than once on this list. 
 
*Verbal Fluency       ______________________________________  

*A curious mind, full of questions     ______________________________________  

*An imaginative fantasy-creating mind    ______________________________________ 

  

*A persistent & strong sense of humor    ______________________________________ 

  

*Full of ideas, open to new ones     ______________________________________  

*A dislike for routine       ______________________________________  

*Most creative and original      ______________________________________ 

    

*An ability to become immersed in a task     ______________________________________ 

*Most ahead in grade placement     ______________________________________ 

*An acute sensitivity, empathy to others    ______________________________________ 

 

           

            

          Side 1 of 2 
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Below you will find two columns.  One column shows characteristics of the bright child and the 
other column shows characteristic of the gifted learner.  Under each column, please list student’s 
names from your class that exhibit 50% or more of the characteristics from that column.   
 
    
BRIGHT CHILD              GIFTED LEARNER 
 
Knows the answers     Asks the questions 
Is interested      Is highly curious 
Is attentive      Is mentally and physically involved 
Has good ideas     Has wild, silly ideas 
Works hard      Plays around, yet tests well 
Answers the questions                Discusses in detail, elaborates 
Top group      Beyond the group 
Listens with interest     Shows strong feelings and opinion 
Learns with ease     Already knows 
6-8 repetitions for mastery    1-2 repetitions for mastery 
Understands ideas     Constructs abstractions 
Enjoys peers      Prefers adults 
Grasps the meaning     Draws inferences 
Completes assignments    Initiates projects 
Is receptive      Is intense 
Copies accurately     Creates a new design 
Enjoys school      Enjoys learning 
Absorbs information     Manipulates information 
Technician      Inventor 
Good memorizer     Good guesser 
Is alert       Is keenly observant 
Is pleased with own learning               Is highly self-critical 
 
 
 
 
 _______________________________  _________________________________    
________________________________                    _________________________________ 
________________________________  _________________________________ 
________________________________  _________________________________ 
_______________________________  _________________________________ 
________________________________  _________________________________ 
_________________________________  _________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
          Side 2 of 2 
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Myths of Giftedness 

 
• 3% to 5% of the student population will be talented and gifted 

False – Gifted educator and researcher Joseph Renzulli claimed that in a 1982 article and 
many factors perpetuated this myth.  The claim was made at a time when over half of the 
school’s superintendents believed there were no gifted students in their districts.  The 3-
5% mentioned in the original article is now interpreted as “suggestive” on Renzulli’s part 
as a means of making sure G/T kids were identified and serviced.   
ICSD no longer services by percentage.  We identify by need, not by number.  
 

• TAG program is detached from the regular classroom goals 
            False – Differentiation is a large part of the services provided for G/T students, and that   
            takes place in the regular classroom by the classroom teacher, who is the expert in a   
            particular content area and is the best source for delivering that content.  Collaboration  
            between classroom teachers and the TAG facilitator can generate ideas and is helpful in  
            meeting the students’ needs.  TAG is seen as a “club” by some teachers and students.    
            ICSD professional development with Sandy Merritt has focused on differentiation.  The   
            7-12 collaboration log is on Google Docs and individual needs are documented.    
            Collaboration time is provided now during seminar.   
 

• All gifted children should be taught the same way 
            False – Gifted children’s strengths and weaknesses, talents, and gifts can be extremely  
            different.  The needs of a child with an IQ of 130, the low end of giftedness, is quite  
            different than a child with an IQ of 155, who is considered highly gifted.  Curriculum   
            compacting, which is speeding up the pace or testing out of units to allow for enrichment,  
            say in math, may be sufficient for a mildly gifted student, but a highly gifted student  
            could still be bored.  Boredom, if allowed to dominate the child’s experience, leads to the  
            underachievement.  The highly gifted child may need to be placed in a calculus class as  
            an eight grader.  G/T students also have learning styles that are more effective for them  
            than others like a preference for independent study or lecture.  
            ICSD has students within the 130-155 range, and we have students who underachieve.    
            The 7-12 collaboration log is on Google Docs and individual needs are documented. 
 

• High ability students can “go it alone” and don’t face problems or 
challenges 
            False – High ability students may face many challenges socially and emotionally because   
            they often associate better with adults than their peers, and they are judged by their  
            classmates as trying to be superior.  They are bullied, mocked, and put down.  Teachers  
            can add to the problem if they believe that all their G/T kids should work in isolation,  
            self-teach, and figure out every detail of the classroom situation on their own.  G/T kids    
            need guidance, support, and understanding, just like IEP and general education students  
            do. 
            ICSD program now offers group counseling for G/T kids to meet their affective needs.   
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PARENT Gifted and Talented Programming Survey 
 
Your input is valuable in evaluating the Gifted and Talented Program.  Please 
rate the following ten questions using the scale below. 
 
5 = absolutely 
4 = mostly 
3 = somewhat 
2 = barely 
1 = not at all 
 
 
1.  Do you think your child is receiving differentiated instruction in the 
classroom, meaning  
     instruction that is at the appropriate pace, depth, and level for your child? 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
 
2.   Do you feel your child is challenged and engaged by TAG activities outside 
the regular   
     classroom (projects, meeting, enrichment clusters, contests, etc.)? 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
 
3.  Do you feel that your child takes advantage of TAG activities outside the 
regular    
     classroom (projects, meeting, enrichment clusters, contests, etc.)? 
 
 1 2 3 4 5 
 
4.  How often do you read about or research about the needs and opportunities 
available to   
     talented and gifted children? 
 
 1 2 3 4 5 
 

   5.  Do you feel that your child (junior and senior high only) needs a counseling 
component     
        of the gifted education program, where students come together to discuss 
issues with the   
        facilitator and the counselor? 

 
 1 2 3 4 5 N/A (if child is in elementary) 
 
6.  Do you feel that you need more information about the Talented and Gifted 
Program:  its  
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     goals, its objectives, its opportunities? 
 
 1 2 3 4 5 
 
7.  How well do you understand the role of the Gifted Facilitator as a resource 
for gifted   
     students and parents? 
 
 1 2 3 4 5 
 
8.  Do you read the TAG Newsletter produced by the TAG Facilitators 
(published once a    
     semester) and the TAG section of the District Newsletter (Mustang Pride) for 
updated  
     information on happenings and recognitions in the program? 
 
 1 2 3 4 5 
 
9.  Do you wish you child was given more opportunities to do advanced 
research, analysis,   
     and writing as preparation for college or the work place? 
 

1 2 3 4 5 N/A (if you feel your child is too young for this)  
 
10. Do you feel your child has a positive outlook on school and education? 
 
 1 2 3 4 5 
 
 
 
Supply any additional comments or concerns here: 
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TEACHER Gifted and Talented Programming Survey 
 
Your input is valuable in evaluating the Gifted and Talented Program.  Please 
rate the following ten questions using the scale below.  If you did not have 
gifted students in your classes, you may select N/A or not applicable for a 
particular question. 
 
5 = absolutely, I am a leader 
4 = mostly, I have a solid understanding 
3 = somewhat, I am developing 
2 = barely, I tried once or twice 
1 = not at all, I am not on board 
 
 
1.  To what degree were you able to differentiate instruction and curriculum for 
gifted   
     students in your classrooms this year? 
 

1 2 3 4 5 N/A 
 
2.   To what degree were you able to help gifted students meet the “Student 
Indicators and   
     Goals” on their Personalized Education Plan? 
 

1 2 3 4 5 N/A 
 
3.  To what degree was the differentiation and Rigor and Relevance instruction 
received in   
     professional development effective in encouraging you to meet the needs of 
all students? 
 
 1 2 3 4 5 
 
4.  How aware are you of the affective needs of gifted and talented students? 
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 1 2 3 4 5 
 

   5.  To what degree do you understand underachievement in gifted students? 
 
 1 2 3 4 5  
 
6.  How well do you understand curriculum compacting or telescoping? 
 
 1 2 3 4 5 
 
7.  To what degree do you use multiple levels of the same text or tier an activity 
or   
     assessment? 
 
 1 2 3 4 5 N/A 
 
 
 
 
8.  To what degree do you use ability groups or interest groups as a means of 
meeting the  
     diverse needs of students in your classrooms? 
 
 1 2 3 4 5 N/A 
 
9.  To what degree have you been willing to work with the Gifted and Talented 
Facilitator  
     to help meet the needs of gifted students? 
 

1 2 3 4 5 N/A  
 
10. How well do you understand the role of the Gifted Facilitator as a resource 
for teachers  
      and gifted students? 
 
 1 2 3 4 5 
 
 
 
Supply any additional comments or concerns here: 
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281 – IAC 12.5(12) Provisions for Gifted and Talented Students 
 

Goals 
 
1.  Each school district shall incorporate gifted and talented programming into 
its   
     comprehensive school improvement plan as required by Iowa Code section 
257.43 .. .       
     goals and performance measures 
 

• A school district must have separate program goals for its gifted and talented program   
            (more than one goal). 

• A school district may choose to have gifted and talented program goals on file locally or  
            incorporate these goals into its comprehensive school improvement plan (CSIP). 
 
2.  Each school district shall review and evaluate its gifted and talented 
programming.  
 

• The content and frequency of the district’s evaluation of its gifted and talented program is   
            locally determined. 
 
3.  The comprehensive school improvement plan shall include the following 
gifted and  
     talented provisions:  valid and systemic procedures, including multiple 
selection criteria  
     for identifying gifted and talented students from the total student population; 
goals and  
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     performance measures; a qualitatively differentiated program to meet the 
students’  
     cognitive and affective needs; staffing provisions; an in-service design; a 
budget; and  
     qualifications of personnel administering the program.  
 

• School districts are required to provide a gifted and talented program for all identified  
            students regardless of grade level.  Iowa Code section 257.44 defines a gifted and  
            talented child without regard to grade level.  If a child can be identified as talented and  
            gifted, the programming must be made available to that child. 

• Provisions for gifted and talented students must be offered during the regular school day. 
• How a district selects students for gifted and talented services is a local decision.   

            Procedures for identification shall not be arbitrary and capricious and must contain  
            multiple measures. 

• The district must provide staff to administer the gifted and talented program K-12.  How  
            the district decides to staff the gifted and talented program is locally determined. 

• How a school district differentiates its program to meet the cognitive and affective needs  
            of gifted and talented students is a local decision.  The district must provide more than  
            the regular curriculum for gifted and talented students (e.g., acceleration, compacting,  
            and/or enrichment to and beyond the regular curriculum).  This differentiation may occur  
            in a variety of ways (e.g., pull out, within a regular classroom setting, or off-site). 

• The district must provide professional development with regard to gifted and talented  
            students.  Professional development frequency, content, and recipients are local  
            decisions. 

• The district receives funding for gifted and talented students through general school aid.    
            The district must have a separate budget for gifted and talented programming. 

• Practitioners licensed and employed after August 1, 1995, and assigned as teachers or   
            coordinators in programs for the talented and gifted will be required to hold the  
            endorsement for talented and gifted teacher – coordinator. 


