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How can it be November? We are looking forward to sharing student successes at 

school with parents at conference time this month. 
Inservice time in October was spent learning about our new math series, 

Everyday Math. We are excited to implement what we learned in our training. Inservice 
is important time for faculty and we thank you for your continued support in our efforts 
to improve the educational experience of your children. 

Parent/Teacher Conferences are scheduled for Monday-Tuesday, November 19 
& 20, 1:30-8:00pm.  Conference time is crucial to the educational development of your 
child.  It is a chance to learn more about your child’s academic progress and to share 
information with the teacher who can help him/her to best meet your child’s needs. 
 

 
Preschool Press 

 
 On Tuesday, October 16, Lisa Laird came 
to present at our Fall Parents and Family 
Night Out. Lisa is a former preschool and 
elementary teacher who now travels to 
provide children's entertainment that is 
entertaining, encouraging, and educational 
as well as fun! Every show uses 
ventriloquism, magic tricks, audience 
participation, stories, and songs.  Our theme 
for the evening was a Pajama Party and the 
children loved the show!   
 
Early in the day, Lisa also presented a 
workshop to the ECC and Pre-K teachers 
about using puppets in the classroom. She 
taught us several different ways to make 
puppets, and each teacher had the 
opportunity to make a few of them.  It is 
always fun to learn new ideas to use with 
the children! 
 



 
 

Kindergartners Give Thanks 

       November will include a study of Thanksgiving 
and things we are thankful for as kindergartners.  A 
highlight of our unit will be a Charlie Brown 
Thanksgiving Feast.  We will also be holding 
Parent/Teacher conferences November 19 & 20.  We 
look forward to sharing your child’s progress with 
you!  Kindergartners continue to develop their 
alphabet and number skills, as well as the practice of 
line basics and body basics.   

       We look forward to seeing the play, “The Boy 
Who Cried Wolf”, at the Williams Center, in 
Oelwein, November 15th.  What a great opportunity 
to see a Gallagher-Bluedorn play in our area! 

         
 

 
First Grade Focus 

 
First Grade started their school year with 
a trip to Fontana Park. Students have been 
learning about insects and their habitats.  
During the fieldtrip, the children were 
able to explore water insects with 
Naturalist, Sondra Cabell and prairie 
insects with their teachers. They were also 
able to release some Monarchs that had 
been raised in the classroom. Students 
helped Sondra tag the Monarchs as they 
started their long journey to Mexico. 
 
 
 
Watermelon were harvested from the 
Farm to School garden and brought to school by Joe Olson. First graders seemed to 
enjoy this delicious snack. We hope maybe a few seeds found their way home in some 
pockets! (Be sure to put them in a safe place and plant them next spring!) 
 
       
  

Kindergarteners visit Fontana! 

1st Graders enjoy watermelon from school garden! 



Second Grade Scene 
 

The fall season is already upon us and the second graders are becoming active engaged 
learners. They have learned the routines of our Daily 5 Reading and Café and continue to 
grow as readers. It is important that they read at home each night to further increase their 
comprehension and fluency. The biggest change for our second graders is the Everyday 
Math program. During each lesson the students are engaged in whole group lessons, 
independent work, and games that enhance their learning of new concepts. In order for the 
students to be successful it is very important that you look over the Home Links from 
Everyday Math that they bring home and to work through some of the problems with your 
child if help is needed. Also, in the near future each student will be receiving passwords that 
they can use to get into the Everyday Math site, and with this password they will be able to 
play math games on a home computer.  
 
All of the second graders have been learning about Frogs and Toads. Sondra Cabell, 
Fontana, brought some of these creatures into the classroom on October 15th and talked to 
the students about the unique characteristics of these amphibians. Also as part of science 
curriculum all K-2 students are trying to go to the prairie once a week to explore the habitat.  
 
With fall upon us, the weather is forever changing. Please make sure that your child is 
dressed properly for the changing temperatures, and be looking soon for information about 
upcoming Halloween parties in each classroom.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

2nd graders examine things 
found in the Prairie. 

2nd graders use cards to learn in 
Everyday Math! 



 
Scholastic Book Fair 

We invite you to visit our Scholastic Book Fair and experience a celebration of reading that provides 
families the opportunity to get involved in a universal mission: encouraging kids to read every day so they 
can lead better lives. 
 
Our Scholastic Book Fair theme – All-Star Book Fair: Every Reader Is a Star! – is part of an exciting 
reading event that brings to school a wonderful selection of fun, engaging, and affordable books kids want to 
read. Giving kids access to good books and the opportunity to choose their own books will motivate them to 
read more. And like most acquired skills, the more kids practice reading, the better they’ll get. 
 
Please make plans to visit our Book Fair. Hope to see you there! 
 
Book Fair Dates:  November 19 & 20, 2012 
Shopping Hours:  8:00am – 8:00pm during Parent-Teacher Conferences 
Special Events:  Family Shoppers Drawing, 1:00pm – 8:00pm 
 
Judy Olsen 
K-12 Teacher/Librarian 
East & West Elementary Schools 
  

******* 
 

East’s Respect and Protect (Antibullying) Program 

At the beginning of the year, teachers present lessons on Respect and Protect. These 
lessons teach students: 

• to know the rules & definitions 
• to use conflict resolution & problem-solving skills  
• to distinguish between bullying and normal conflict  
• to understand the terms “entitlement” & “toleration”  
• to understand Respect & Protect procedures & consequences.  

As a follow-up, the students attend an assembly each trimester to review those 
skills. In addition, students are frequently given verbal & visual reminders of the 
rules and expectations. 

 
When violence/disrespect occurs, actions are taken within the Violence/Disrespect Intervention Plan.  The 
purpose of this plan is to instruct and encourage students to make good choices. Consequences are designed 
to teach students about how their choices can affect their life and the lives of others.   

Next time:  What parents can do to help 

Coming up:  Tattling vs. Reporting, Bucket Filling, STARS program  

 

 



 

 

 

Nurse News 

As colder weather approaches, remember to dress your child in 
weather appropriate clothing.  Hats, gloves or mittens, winter coats, snow pants and snow 
boots are a necessity for a child to be able to feel comfortable while outside for recess in the 
winter months.  All students will go outside for recess unless the temperature is below zero. 
  
 
During the cooler months we see an increase in the number of students who are ill.  If your 
child is ill, please keep them home.  We are again providing the Iowa Department of Public 
Health (IDPH) with the number of students absent and what symptoms the students are 
experiencing.  When you notify the school that your child is ill, please provide some basic 
symptoms that they are experiencing.  No personal or identifying information is given to the 
IDPH.   

Reasons to keep your child home from school include: 

• Fever greater than 100 degrees.  Students need to be fever free without the use of 
tylenol, motrin, advil, or other fever reducing medicines before returning to school.  

• Diarrhea or vomiting.  They may return to school 24 hours after the last episode if 
they have been able to keep a full meal down. 

• Rash of unknown origin.  

• Severe sore throat.  A minor sore throat without fever can be managed at school. 
 You may send your child with throat lozenges and a written permission slip.  The health 
office does not carry throat lozenges.  Students with known strep may return to school after 
24 hours of antibiotic therapy.   
 
Not all illnesses will fit nicely into these categories.  If your child appears ill to you, keep 
them home for their comfort and to avoid the spread of disease.  As always, consult your 
health care provider with any questions or concerns you may have about your child’s health. 
  
Good hand washing and getting a flu vaccine are some of the best ways to avoid getting 
sick.  It isn’t too late for you or your child to receive an influenza vaccine.   



 
 

 
 

East Fridge Page 
November/December 2012 

 
November 
Nov 7  7:00 pm PTO meeting at West 
Nov 14   1:00 Dismissal - Inservice 
Nov 19   1:00 Dismissal – K-6 Parent Teacher Conferences (1:30-8:00) 

***4:00-7:00 PTO Fundraiser Item Pick-Up 
Nov 20   1:00 Dismissal – K-6 Parent Teacher Conferences (1:30-8:00) 
Nov 21-23   No School 
Nov 26   Classes Resume 
 
December 
Dec 5   1:00 Dismissal - Inservice 
Dec 17   1:30 K & 2nd grade Winter Music  

Program Rehearsal @ Jr/Sr HS 
   6:30 K & 2nd grade Winter Music Program @ Jr/Sr HS 
Dec 21   1:00 Dismissal  
Dec 24-Jan 4 Winter Break 
Jan 7    School Resumes 
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November 
Nov 7   No School – Inservice 
Nov 14  No School – Inservice 
Nov 19   No School – Parent Teacher Conferences  
Nov 20   No School – Parent Teacher Conferences  
Nov 21-23   No School 
Nov 26   Classes Resume 
Nov 28  No School – Inservice 
 
December 
Dec 5   No School – Inservice 
Dec 12   No School – Inservice 
Dec 21   No School – Inservice 
Dec 24-Jan 4 Winter Break 
Jan 7    School Resumes 
 


