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 It’s definitely fall!  Jackets and warmer clothing are needed now. Please note that 
students will be required to wear snowpants and boots once the weather turns cold or 
begins to snow.  If they do not have these, they are asked to stand on the sidewalk.      
 
You can help with your child’s education by spending at least 15 minutes a day reading to 
your child (or having them read to you!)  You can help with math by using math in the 
world around you daily (such as counting/adding objects at home).  
 
Beginning of the year assessments occurred in September.  These assessments measured 
reading accuracy, comprehension, fluency, phonemic awareness as well as math skills.  
These tests help us determine what direction instruction should take for each student.  
Similar tests will be given in February and again in April to determine how much growth 
has occurred for each student.  Testing results will be shared with parents at conference 
times.   
 
 

 
 

The Counselor says… 
Hello From the Guidance Office! 
 
 My name is Holly Honey, and I am new to East Elementary this year.  Last year I was at the Jr/Sr High 
School part time and the Buchanan County Success Center part time.  This year I will be primarily at East 
with some time spent every other day at the Success Center.    
 
I am very much looking forward to getting to know all of the students at East Elementary and continuing the 
programming offered in the past.   I have been a guidance counselor now for seven years and I have loved 
every new experience and grade level.   
 
This year at East I will be working with students on developmental guidance lessons.  I may also be working 
with some students in a small group or individually for a brief time.  You will receive notice home if your 
child has been selected for a small group or individual guidance time.   
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any concerns regarding your students’ academic, social or personal 

development.  I am available during the day at East Elementary (319) 334-7425 or email 
hhoney@independence.k12.ia.us 

 
 
 
 



Kindergarten Corner 
  

 
 We are quickly adjusting to our new 
kindergarten routine!  We have been 
learning about nursery rhymes and rhyming 
words.  Ask us to recite our favorite nursery 
rhyme for you!  We continue to practice 
identifying shapes and numbers to 10 in 
Everyday Math.  Rules like body basics and 
line basics are important for safety and 
learning at school.  We’re doing a great job!  
In October we will be celebrating a unit on 
apples and pumpkins to go along with our 
new season of fall.  We also look forward to 
fun field trips to the Fontana Park and the 
Independence Fire Station.  It will be a 
“spook”tacular month with Halloween 
coming soon! 
 

  
First Grade Focus 

 
 

First Grade started their school year with a 
trip to Fontana Park. Students have been 
learning about insects and their habitats.  
During the fieldtrip, the children were able 
to explore water insects with Naturalist, 
Sondra Cabell and prairie insects with their 
teachers. They were also able to release 
some Monarchs that had been raised in the 
classroom. Students helped Sondra tag the 
Monarchs as they started their long journey 
to Mexico. 
 
Watermelon were harvested  from the Farm 
to School garden  and brought to school by 
Joe Olson. First graders seemed to enjoy this 
delicious snack . We hope maybe a few 
seeds found their way home in some pockets!  
(Be sure to put them in a safe place and plant 
them next spring!) 

 
 
 
  

Mrs. Malek's class demonstrates line basics! 
 

First graders enjoy watermelon harvested from 
the school garden! 



Second Grade Scene 
 
Every August as we prepare for the school year, second grade thinks in terms of 
"Welcome Back to School." All four sections of Second Grade at East Elementary have 
found the need to work on student learner skills.  What are student learner skills?  Some 
of these are very basic.  Sit still.  Listen to the person talking.  Work during work time. 
 We are building on these skills from Kindergarten and First Grade, but we must also 
advance.  Students need to pay attention to whole group instruction.  It is not OK to 
“hang back” and wait for the teacher to teach you individually - we just can’t get to 20 
students for each and every thing we are teaching.  Please work with your student to help 
them know what they are supposed to be learning and how they can be an active learner. 
 
 
We are all incorporating the Daily Five in 
our reading block. The five components 
that students are engaged in while we are 
working with groups are: Reading to Self, 
Reading with Someone, Listening to 
Reading, Working with Words, and 
Working on Writing. Please ask your 
students about each of these components to 
see what they know. 
 

 
 
 

 
Nurse News 

 
Iowa law requires that all children entering kindergarten and ninth grade provide their school 
with a certificate of dental screening.  If you have not turned this form into the school, please 
do so as soon as possible.  If you need assistance finding or affording a dentist, contact your 
school nurse for assistance.   
 
During registration, a health information sheet was to be completed for every student.  If you 
did not attend registration and have not completed this form, please fill it out promptly and 
return it to your child’s school.   
 
Our schools will be working with the Iowa Department of Public Health this year to assist 
them in tracking influenza.  When you call the school to notify them of your child’s absence 
due to illness, please provide some basic symptoms that they are experiencing.  No 
identifying information is given to the Iowa Department of Public Health, only the number  
 

Second graders read to themselves. 



of students absent and symptoms of illness.  The best way to prevent influenza is by getting a 
flu vaccine.  Flu vaccines are available from your healthcare provider.   
 
Immunizations do not end with kindergarten entrance.  By the time a child reaches 11-13 
years of age, they should receive a booster of Tdap.  Other immunizations which are now 
available for the adolescent age group include: Hepatitis A, Meningitis, and HPV (human 
papilloma virus).  This vaccine is now recommended for both boys and girls.  The HPV 
vaccine is most effective if given before any sexual exposure. There has been a rise in the 
number of cases of oral cancers caused by HPV due to changes in sexual patterns.    
 
If your child has a fever (100 degrees or higher), keep them home.  Children need to be 
fever free for 24 hours without the use of fever reducing medicines such as Tylenol or 
Motrin before returning to school.   
 
Remember to notify your child’s school if there is a change in emergency contact 
information.   
 
Teri Schloss, RN 
Rhonda Jasper, RN 
School Nurses 

 
 

Preschool Press 
 

Children at the Early Childhood Center 
are enjoying their new playground!! The kids 
have had a lot of fun going down the slides and 
running across the bouncy bridge! 

As the fall season is upon us we 
recommend dressing your children in layers so 
as the day warms your child can take off a 
layer.  

October will bring lots of fun creative 
activities. We will focus our learning on leaves, 
fall, pumpkins, and spiders. We will also 
continue to develop appropriate social and 
emotional skills as well as school skills. In 
order to be a “learner” children need to know 
how to behave in a group, make good choices, 
and what to do when they are upset! These 
skills are foundational in the learning process.  



 
PTO Page… 

 
 
The PTO wants to let you know of two events coming up in October: 
 
First, we will be kicking off our Club's Choice fall fundraiser.  This is a new fundraiser 
for our school, and we are all really excited about it!  The students at East and West will 
be treated to a BMX bike show on November 28th, and have an opportunity to earn VIP 
seating.   All K-6 students will be bringing home their fundraising packets on October 12th.  
We will run the fundraiser through the 29th of October.   
This will be our main fundraiser for the school year.  The PTO uses the money from this 
fundraiser to fund many projects, items for classrooms, and field trips for East and 
West Elementary.   
We truly appreciate your support! 

Also… 

Pizza Ranch has a program to give back to our schools.  It is called the “Wagon Wheel” 
program.    

There is a tab on each pizza and chicken box that says “Collect wagons for your 
Organization” that tab can be sent to school with the students (similar to the way we collect 
Box Tops).  The PTO will collect these, and Pizza Ranch will give us $.25 for every tab we 
bring in!  This could add up fast!   

Thank you in advance for supporting our schools! 

 
 
 
 
 

Having lunch with your son/daughter at school? 
 
Please call the school no later than 8:30 to make arrangements so the 
cooks can prepare extra food.   
 
Also please bring the exact amount needed ($3.00).  We do not keep 
change in the office/kitchen. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

East Fridge Page 
October/November 2012 

 
 
 
October 
Oct 5   No School – Inservice 
Oct 10  East Parent Advisory Mtg, 6pm @ East Media Center 
Oct 12  PTO Fundraiser Kickoff 
Oct 24   1:00 Dismissal – Inservice 
Oct 29  PTO Fundraiser $$ due 
 
 
 
 
 
November 
Nov 14   1:00 Dismissal - Inservice 
Nov 19   1:00 Dismissal – Parent Teacher Conferences (1:30-8:00) 
Nov 20   1:00 Dismissal – Parent Teacher Conferences (1:30-8:00) 
Nov 21-23   No School 
Nov 26   Classes Resume 
 
 
 
 
Note from Principal: 
We have begun using a new math series called Everyday Math and a new math assessment 
tool, MAP test.  If you would like to learn more about these things, please look for sessions 
that will be available with the principal at conference time. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

ECC Fridge Page 
October/November 2012 

 
 
 
October 
Oct 5 (Fri) No School PK4/5 – Inservice 
Oct 10 (Wed) No School PK4/5 – Inservice 
Oct 17 (Wed) No School PK4/5 – Inservice 
Oct 24 (Wed) No School PK4/5 – Inservice 
Oct 31 (Wed) No School PK4/5 – Inservice 
 
 
 
 
 
November 
Nov 7  No School PK4/5 – Inservice 
Nov 14   No School PK4/5 – Inservice 
Nov 19   No School PK4/5 –Parent Teacher Conferences (1:30-8:00) 
Nov 20   No School PK4/5 –Parent Teacher Conferences (1:30-8:00) 
Nov 21-23   No School 
Nov 26   Classes Resume 
Nov 28  No School PK4/5 – Inservice 
 
 


