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  Preschool Page 

The Preschoolers enjoyed a visit from 
Fontana on Monday, October 31st. The 
activity was titled, "Spider Web Wonders." 
Students listened to a book called 'Are You a 
Spider?' by Tudor Humphries. We learned 
that spiders are cool because they have 
eight legs and eyes, can spin beautiful webs, 
and eat pesky bugs. We saw some 
interesting pictures of the different spiders 
that live in Iowa. After that, we made our 
own spider webs with paper plates and 
strings. We drew a spider with a large circle 
body, a small circle head, eight hairy legs, 
and eight little eyes. Then we put the string 
through the slits in the paper plates to make 
a wonderful web. We were so excited that 
we have been practicing drawing our spiders 
every day! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Principal’s Corner 
Mary Jean Blaisdell 

 
Thanks to all who attended November conferences.  Your child benefits from your 
participation and teachers appreciate the opportunity to share student learning and progress 
with you as well 
 
In November, students had the opportunity to recognize the efforts and sacrifices made by 
men and women in the armed forces at the Veteran’s Day assembly.  Students also 
celebrated Thanksgiving in their classrooms during the month. 
 
We are looking forward to the Elementary Winter Vocal Music concert for Kindergarten, 2nd, 
4th and 6th grades.   
 
Check out the district’s new website if you haven’t already!  A district calendar has 
been added.  To see what’s happening at East Elementary, please check the academics 
category.   
 
Have a wonderful, relaxing winter break! 
 



 
Kindergarten Corner 
   
Kindergartners at East are looking forward to the 
holidays by using their 5 senses.  We will see, touch, 
smell, taste, and hear the wonders of this special 
time of year. 
 
You will love seeing and hearing us sing at our 
Holiday Concert which will be held at the 
Independence High School on Thursday, December 
15th, at 6:30 p.m.  You will think we are little “deers”! 
 
We look forward to our winter break with our 
familiesJ   

 
 

First Grade Focus 
      
     Thanks so much to all our parents for attending fall 
conferences.  First graders have been working hard to 
build their reading vocabulary and improve decoding 
skills.  In math, we are continuing to focus on number 
sense and learning the addition facts.  Later in 
December, we are looking forward to making 
Christmas ornaments using natural and recycled 
items in a presentation given by the Buchanan County 
Naturalist. 
     We really enjoyed our visit by the author, Jeanette 
Hopkins.  She not only shared her book and CD, The 
Juggler, with us but also taught us some juggling 
techniques.  The children were especially thrilled to try  

        out the little juggling kits that she gave them! 
. 

 
Second Grade Scene 

 
The second grade teachers would like to thank all 
parents for coming to conferences and supporting their 
child’s education.  We are encouraging you to really 
work hard with your students on addition math facts in 
the next couple of months, and of course continued 
reading practice at home is always valuable.   We 
appreciate Fontana Naturalist, Sondra Cabell coming 
to our school to share Native American bead making 
with our students.  In December students will be 
recognized for STAR behavior in the area of teamwork 
at an all school assembly. Please mark Thursday, 
December 15th on your calendar for the East 
Christmas program at the High School. We wish you a 
peaceful and enjoyable December with your children.   2nd graders practice math facts. 

 

1st graders learn to juggle. 

Kindergarten studies the 5 senses. 



 
 
 
 

Boost Up Program 
Helps Students use 
brains and bodies 

together! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

East and West Staff Fundraise at Local McDonald’s 
 

East and West Elementary staff volunteered to work at the local McDonald’s in November, raising 
over $500 towards the joint playground! 

 
 
 



 
 

Reading Recipe 
 
 

 
 Title 1 teachers met with parents Monday, 
October 24, 2011 at East Elementary for Title 1 
Parent Night.  At the event, teachers, Carol 
Morkel, Lori Bowers, and Kerry Pasker 
informed parents of the entrance and exit 
criteria for the Title 1 Reading Program.  They 
also shared information about the benefits of 
easy, instructional, and hard level text.    
 Parents often ask how they can help their 
child when they get stuck on a word.  Many 
times parents say, “Sound it out,” to their child.  
The Title 1 teachers explained how focusing on 
the meaning of the text is the first and most 
important thing they can do to help their child.  
“Sounding it out” is only one of the ways to 
solve an unknown word.  It is also the least 
efficient way.  They provided parents with a list 
of stuck strategies.  The meeting ended with a 
performance by the 2nd Grade Title 1 students.  
They did a choral reading of Over in the 
Meadow.  The students did a spectacular job!   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Music Notes 
 
Well, it’s that time of year again.  While many of you are busy making your holiday plans, the 
Kindergarten and Second Grade have been busy preparing music for the FABULOUS 
East/West (K, 2, 4) Holiday Concert!  We want to invite you all to the Independence High 
School gym to here such great hits as “Bakin’ Christmas Cookies” and “He’ll Be Driving Eight 
Brown Reindeer.”  Thrill to the sounds of jingling bells and maybe a visit from Old St. Nick 
himself!  You won’t want to miss this concert! It is going to be one for the record books.  Not 
feeling so Christmasy this year?  It happens to all of us sometimes, but this concert will help 
you shake the commercialism right out of Christmas. So, gather up your neighbors, friends, 
and relatives. Come join us in the Merriest Holiday Concert of all time! We’ll see you on 
Thursday, December 15 at 6:30 PM in the High School gym. 
 



 
STAR Students at East 

Students at East Elementary participate in the STARS incentive program to help reward 
positive school behaviors. We focus on Self-control, Teamwork, Attitude, Respect and 
Safety (STARS) behaviors and reward classes when they earn enough stars for these positive 
actions.   Two students from each class were recognized for the STARS behavior of Self-
Control through the end of October in an assembly in early November.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs. Lake’s class worked with Dr. Blaisdell to produce a short video of skits demonstrating 
the next STARS emphasis behavior: teamwork. 
 



Media Center News 
 
Students participated in a rare treat in November when the East Elementary Media Center hosted 
author Jeanette Hopkins. During her visit, Jeanette engaged the students in playing with language 
and rhythm as she shared two books that she has written for children.  
 
Kindergarten classes were introduced to The Ladybug Waltz, a book based on a song that 
Jeanette wrote for her granddaughter Chloe as she faced open-heart surgery.  After enjoying the 
“yummy” words – words of three syllables or more that create special images – and the rhythm of 
the story, the students listened to the song and, with Jeanette’s instruction, learned to do the 
ladybug waltz. It was so enchanting that even the teachers joined in. Jeanette’s husband Bruce 
then showed the students how to make a ladybug visor to take with them turning the students into 
a colorful array of ladybug dancers. 
 
Students in first and second grades enjoyed Jeanette’s most recent book The Juggler. Jeanette 
showed students the print of a colorful juggler that inspired the story. She later asked the artist, 
Stormy Mochal who is a graduate of Independence High School, to be the illustrator of the book 
and so, their collaboration began. As she read her imaginative story about a juggler who can 
never juggle more than three things until he is given the courage (a heart) to keep trying, Jeanette 
explained the symbolism in many of Stormy’s whimsical drawings. After hearing the book, the 
students had a chance to try juggling for themselves. Jeanette demonstrated how to start with one 
ball and then gave each student a set of balls so that they could practice. Balls were soon flying 
around the library as would-be jugglers put their “hearts” into it. 
 
It was a magical visit for all of us, one that was both entertaining and educational. 



 
East Fridge Page 

December 2011/January 2012 
 
 
December 
Dec 7    1:00 Dismissal – Inservice 
Dec 21   1:00 Dismissal – Beginning of winter break 
Dec 15   1:30 K & 2nd grade Winter Music Program Rehearsal 
   6:30 K & 2nd grade Winter Music Program @ High School 
Dec 19  5:30-6:30 K-2 Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) meeting @ East Media  

Center 
Dec 22-Jan 2  Winter Break 
 
 
January 
Jan 3    School Resumes 
Jan 11  1:00 Dismissal – Inservice 
Jan 25  1:00 Dismissal – Inservice 
 
 

East’s Wall of Honor consists of photos/names of those veterans related to students and 
staff at East Elementary.  East also has a variety of military uniforms on display to honor 
our country’s service men and women. 

 



 
 
 
 

ECC Fridge Page 
December 2011/January 2012 

 
 
December 
Dec 7    No School – Inservice 
Dec 21   No School – Inservice  
Dec 15   1:30 K & 2nd grade Winter Music Program Rehearsal 
   6:30 K & 2nd grade Winter Music Program @ High School 
Dec 6   5:50-6:30 PK4 Parent Advisory (PAC) meeting at ECC  
Dec 22-Jan 2  Winter Break 
 
 
January 
Jan 3    School Resumes 
Jan 11  No School – Inservice 
Jan 25  No School – Inservice 
 
 
 
 


