
Mustang Pride 

Letôs continue to focus on what matters!!  There 
are so many distractions in the world today e.g., 
the pandemic, social media, politics, the                   
economy, and the day-to-day demands of our jobs 
and family.  For the Independence Community 
School District, our focus will continue to be the 
education that takes place in every classroom.  We 
want to make sure your child has a safe place to 
learn and be given every opportunity to succeed 
from teachers who care about the whole child.  If 
and when you have questions, please reach out to                              
your building principals so that we can work together to provide those 
opportunities. 
 
I would like to thank staff and community members who helped                          
develop the 2022-23 calendar.  The recommendations will go to the 
Board at the February Board meeting where they will approve or               
modify the proposed calendar.  The goal in developing any calendar  
has to be ñwhatôs best for kidsò and yet, that can be tough when you 
look at state codes, board policies, local contracts, and community                     
traditions.  Regardless, our goals are to increase instructional time in                   
all three buildings, be more efficient with the 35 hours of required                          
collaboration, and improve professional development opportunities for 
our staff.  A copy of the proposed calendar will be placed on the district 
website on February 7, 2022.  Any questions or comments may be sent 
to me at rreiter@indeek12.org 
  
Second-semester parent-teacher conferences are scheduled for                   
Thursday, March 10th & Friday, March 11th.  We consider you, as    
parents to be the most valuable member of your childôs educational 
team.  Please do your part by attending your childôs conference to learn 
what you can do to ensure your childôs success. 

From the Superintendentôs Desk... 
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 District Events: 
Feb 4, 11 and 18                          

2 hour Early Dismissal-

Prof Dev    

Feb 21                         

School Board Meeting 

6:00 p.m.  

Feb 25                          
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Mustang Pride ð School Improvement 

ά{ǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳ ƻŦ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŜũƻǊǘǎΣ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘΦέ -wΦ /ƻƭƭƛŜǊ  
 

¢ƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǎǘŀũ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ L/{5 ŀǊŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ Lƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ Lƻǿŀ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ 
ƴŜǿ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǝƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ Lƻǿŀ 
{ŎƘƻƻƭ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ tǊƻŬƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ Lƻǿŀ {ŎƘƻƻƭ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ tǊƻŬƭŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ 
ǘƻƻƭ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƻƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎΦ  bŜǿ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴŘŜȄ ǎŎƻǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǊŀǝƴƎ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ 
нлнл-нлнм ŘŀǘŀΦ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ŘƛŘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǿŜƭƭΣ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉŀǎǘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ                  
LƻǿŀΦ   
 

¢ƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǊŀǝƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ WǳƴƛƻǊκ{ŜƴƛƻǊ IƛƎƘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ руΦмп ƻǳǘ ƻŦ мллΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ 
ǿŀǎ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ ррΦнс ƛƴ нлмфΦ  9ŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ²ŜǎǘΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ 
руΦпп ƻǳǘ ƻŦ мллΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ роΦср ƛƴ нлмфΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǎŎƻǊŜ ǇǳǎƘŜŘ ²Ŝǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ 
ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀōƭŜΦ L/{5 Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŜŘ ŀǎ ƴŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǿƛǘƘ LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ tƭŀƴǎ όL9tΩǎύΦ  
¢ƘŜ W{I ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ нлмф ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ плΦуф ǘƻ пмΦтуΦ  ²Ŝǎǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŎƻǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ осΦнп ǘƻ 
пнΦрм ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƘǳƎŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ   
 

ά¢ƘŜ Lƻǿŀ {ŎƘƻƻƭ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ tǊƻŬƭŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ                           
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘŜǇǎ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ                                 
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ !ƴƴ [ŜōƻΦ  !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƻƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ                     
ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎΣ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊƛǎŜ ŀōƻǾŜΦ  aŀƴȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ                    
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ŘƛŘΦ  Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ȄŎŜǇǝƻƴŀƭ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ ǎƛȄ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘ tŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ нсΦ  /ƻƴǾŜǊǎŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
bŜŜŘǎ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ tǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ όǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǎǘ ǘǿƻ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎύΣ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ ǎŜǾŜƴ ŀƴŘ нм ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ                             
ǊŜǎǇŜŎǝǾŜƭȅΦ     
 

L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ǝƳŜǎΦ  CƛǊǎǘΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƘŀǊŘ ŜǾŜǊȅΦ ǎƛƴƎƭŜΦ ŘŀȅΦ {ŜŎƻƴŘΣ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
Ƴŀƴȅ άǎƳŀƭƭέ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŜũƻǊǘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ  LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ Ƙŀǎ 
ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ŀƭƛƎƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Lƻǿŀ /ƻǊŜ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΦ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǘŜƴǝƻƴŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ                       
ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ƻŦ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ŎƻǳƴǘΦ  !ŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 
ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƴƎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǝƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 
ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ όL Ŏŀƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎύ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ  
 

!ǘ ōƻǘƘ 9ŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ²Ŝǎǘ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅΣ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƛƴ 
ōƻǘƘ ƳŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ όǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǝƴƎύΦ Lƴ Ƴȅ Ŧŀƭƭ ŀǊǝŎƭŜΣ L ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇ                       
ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀΣ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǿŜ 
ŀǊŜ ǎŜŜƛƴƎΦ !ŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǝǾŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ŜŀǊƭȅ 
ƻǳǘ CǊƛŘŀȅǎΣ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎΣ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛŘŜŀǎΣ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ                    
ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǝƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ  !ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ                                   
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ bƻǿΣ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŜǾŜǊΣ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ƻǳǊ άǎƳŀƭƭέ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ                         
ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ǎƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ  CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ 
Lƻǿŀ {ŎƘƻƻƭ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ tǊƻŬƭŜǎΣ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƛŀǎŎƘƻƻƭǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΦƎƻǾΦ  

   School Improvement 
   by Erin Burmeister, Director of School Improvement 

Erin Burmeister,  
Director of School Improvement 
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Mustang Pride  

 

Our school district is in need of substitute teachers.  The                            
following information is from the Iowa Board of Educational                    
Examiners (BoEE).     
 

Who May Serve as a Substitute Teacher? 

License types approved for full substitute teaching (up to 90 days in one                     
assignment):  

¶ Initial, standard, master educator, permanent                                     

     professional, or exchange licenses 

¶ Professional administrator license 

¶ Professional service license 

¶ Full career and technical authorization 

¶ Full native language teaching authorization 

¶ Substitute license 
 

Substitute authorization: limited to 10 days in a row in a 30 day period. 
 

The degree requirement to obtain a substitute authorization is an associateôs                     
degree or 60 semester hours through a college or university accredited through                 
an institutional accrediting agency approved by the U.S. Department of                                       
Education.  The substitute authorization course is still required.  For more                             
information about the substitute authorization course, visit Central Rivers Area                   
Education Agency at https://www.centralriversaea.org/ or Grant Wood Area                         
Education Agency at https://www.gwaea.org/ 
 

 

Paraeducators who hold a paraeducator certificate with a substitute authorization 
as an area of concentration may serve as a substitute in their assigned                              
paraeducator classroom. 
 

For more information, visit the Iowa Board of Educational Examiners website at 
https://boee.iowa.gov/ 
 

For employment opportunities at Independence Schools, visit our website at                                                   
https://www.indeek12.org/employment-opportunities/ 

   Did You Knowé. 
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Mustang Pride ð Technology News 

tƘƛǎƘƛƴƎΣ {ŎŀƳǎΣ LŘŜƴǝǘȅ ¢ƘŜƊΣ aŀƭǿŀǊŜΧ  
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ 

 

άCƻǊ ƴƻǿΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎǝƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛƭƛƎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ōȅ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ                     
ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ ǳǎŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǇŀǎǎǿƻǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ ǳǎŜ                    
ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǇŀǎǎǿƻǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƎƛǾŜ ƻǳǘ 
ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǎǎǿƻǊŘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ ²ŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀŘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ǘƻƻ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘǊǳŜ ŀƴŘ 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦέ  

-{ǘŜǾŜ bƻȅŜǎΣ нлнм-нлнн Cŀƭƭ bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ 
 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ŘŜŬƴƛƴƎΣ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛȊƛƴƎΣ ƭƛǎǝƴƎΣ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ 
ƘŀŎƪǎΣ ŀǧŀŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǝƳŜΦ {ŜŀǊŎƘ 
ŦƻǊ άtƘƛǎƘƛƴƎΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘΦ aƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ōƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ 
ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΦ Wǳǎǘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇƭŜƴǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƻǧƻƳ ƭƛƴŜΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŀǧŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǧŀŎƪ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΣ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǾƛŎǝƳΦ 
 

L ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾƛŎǝƳ ƻŦ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŦǊŀǳŘΦ L ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ŀ ǘǊŜŀŘƳƛƭƭ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǇǊƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǊŜǇǳǘŀōƭŜΦ L ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀŘƳƛƭƭΣ ǇŀƛŘ Ƴȅ ƳƻƴŜȅ όtŀȅtŀƭύ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀŘƳƛƭƭ ǘƻ 
ŀǊǊƛǾŜΦ ²Ŝ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƭƭŜǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎΦ ²Ŝ Ŭƴŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ                
ŎƻƴŬǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜŘ ǎƘƻǿŜŘΣ ά5ŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘΦέ {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ǘǊŜŀŘƳƛƭƭ ƻƴ 
Ƴȅ ǎǘŜǇΣ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƭƭŜǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǝƳŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΦ ²Ŝ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘŜŘ tŀȅtŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ 
ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƻƻƪ ƴƻ ŀŎǝƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¦{ tƻǎǘ hŶŎŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ 
ŀ р ǇƻǳƴŘ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƴǳƳōŜǊΦ hōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ 
ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ tŀȅtŀƭ ǊŜŦǳƴŘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ L ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ŀ ǘǊŜŀŘƳƛƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎǘƻǊŜΦ 

{ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΥ 
¶ ǎǘŀȅ ŘƛƭƛƎŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜǎ 
¶ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ-ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǝƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜũƻǊǘ 

¶ ǳǎŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜŘ Ǉŀȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊŀǳŘ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ 

¶ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǎŜƴŘ ŎŀǎƘ ƻǊ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ 

¶ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜ ƻǳǘ ōŀƴƪ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 

¶ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŦǊŀǳŘ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ 

¶ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦŀƪŜŘ 

¶ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǝƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦŀƪŜŘ 

¶ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦŀƪŜŘ    
 

{ǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǝƳŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ǊǳƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǝƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ŀǾƻƛŘ ŦǊŀǳŘ 
ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƭƻǎǎŜǎΦ LŦ L ƘŀŘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{ tƻǎǘŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ 
ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ тр ǇƻǳƴŘǎΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǾƻƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǝǊŜ ƳŜǎǎΦ 
 

CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǎŎŀƳǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇƻǊǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŦǊŀǳŘǳƭŜƴǘ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
Ŏŀƴ ōŜ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ŀǾƻƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎŀŦŜ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎΥ ǇŀǎǎǿƻǊŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴΣ ǘƘƛƴƪ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƭŜŀǇ όŎƭƛŎƪύΣ         
ŘŜƭŜǘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎΣ ǎŜǘǳǇ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŬƭǘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ŦǊŀǳŘǳƭŜƴǘ ŜƳŀƛƭǎΦ 

         

Steve Noyes,  
Director of Technology 
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Winter Weather 

Mother Nature is definitely making herself felt! Winter weather continues to make it 

necessary for students to dress warmly. Even though our buildings are heated, children 

should be wearing warm clothing such as long sleeved shirts and/or sweaters or         

sweatshirts to keep them warm inside. This will serve as an extra layer to help them 

when they are playing outside as well! Just a reminder: if there is wet or snowy                 

weather, students will be required to wear boots, coats, hats, mittens and snow pants 

to keep them warm and dry. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Preschool Early Registration 
Early registration for the 2022-2023 school year will begin February 10 thru February 24th for Independence, 

Kidsville, Moser, St. Johnôs and WeeCare sites. Registration will be a virtual sign up. We will post the link to the 

Independence School District website. Feel free to call Kelly at 319-334-4780 with any questions.  

 

Kindergarten Round Up  
Chronologically, children in the United States are ready for kindergarten at age 5: more specifically, children in 

Iowa are legally ready for kindergarten if they turn 5 by September 5th. At Independence East Elementary, we 

conduct screening tests in the spring to help parents with their decision on their childôs readiness for                                  

kindergarten. Our kindergarten round up offers a chance for us to meet the children, and for them to meet us.  
 

Students entering Kindergarten for the 2022-2023 school year will participate in Round-Up Thursday, March 

24th. Parents will receive information in the mail come mid-February. During Round-Up, the teachers spend 

time assessing students.  

Below are some skills that indicate readiness. 

 Å Social and Behavioral Skills 

 Å Self Help Skills 

 Å Language and Listening 

 Å Math Skills 

 Å Large Muscle Skills 

 Å Small Muscle Skills 

 Å Writing  
 

Kindergarten Round up is a wonderful opportunity for students to gain familiarity with the building. We look                     

forward to seeing them and experiencing a little taste of what kindergarten will be like. 

Kay Reidy, Principal 
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Box tops for Education/ 
Pop Can Tabs/Milk 
Moola for Schoola   
We continue to collect   
Pizza Ranch Wagon 

Wheels,  Donuts to Dough, 
General Mills Box Tops, 
Pop Can Tabs & bottle caps 
and bag tops from Kwik 
Star products. This is a good 
way to help us earn extra 
money for things we need.  

Thanks!                                  
If you are interested in 

spending time at school or at 
home sorting/cutting and 
redeeming these items for 

our school,                    
please call 334-7425. 

Mileage Club             

Volunteers Needed!                                   

If you would like to   

devote 15-30 minutes 

each week outside at 

recess to help students 

reach their goals in the 

Mileage Club, please call 

Val Maximovich at           

319-332-0626 to           

volunteer your time!  

Mentors Needed!                    

If you are interested in 

being a mentor and       

volunteering your time 

to work with a child for   

approximately              

30 minutes each      

week on a regular      

basis, please call Val at 

319-332-0626 and let 

her know!  

Wanted:              

Substitutes             
If you are available to          

substitute occasionally 

as a classroom, office or 

media paraprofessional, 

(duties vary),             

please call 334-7425.  

We need YOU!  

Preschool News 

We are so fortunate in Preschool to have Special Visitors from the community come 

to our classrooms and teach us about many different things throughout the year.   

The SPARK program, which is through the BCHC, comes to our classrooms two 

times per month to teach us about Nutrition and Exercise. They bring a different fruit 

or veggie each time for us to try, as well as an additional 

way to try it. (i.e. cucumbers and pickles). The students do 

such a great job of trying new foods! Then, we get to learn 

a new exercise such as squats or push-ups.   

Michael from                    

Fontana visits us 

one time per month. 

We have learned 

about Pumpkins, 

Salamanders,                     

Turtles, Turkeys, Nocturnal Animals, and                     

Animals in Winter. We love when we get to see 

live animals, such as the owl! 

Each of our PK4 classrooms at ECC has                       

partnered up with a classroom from East                                

Elementary to do Reading Buddies two times per 

month.  The older students bring books they have 

been working on and read them to our                                 

Preschoolers.  It is a wonderful learning                                  

experience for both groups!  

We have also had visits from the Fire Department 

to talk about Fire Safety and will soon have a visit 

from Dr. Troutman to talk about Dental Health.  

 

Kindergarten News 

We have been busy this winter in kindergarten! Students started the New Year off 

learning how to strengthen their reading super powers! They have been digging into 

books during Readerôs Workshop! Students have been working on reading                                

non-sense words, CVC words, and sight words. 

We have also been enjoying our favorite winter books: 

The Snowy Day, The Mitten, and The Hat! We love to 

retell these stories! Writing continues to be a focus. 

Kindergarten Kids have been learning about families 

during our social studies unit. They have learned what 

a family is, we have discussed family traditions, and the            

different roles in families. 

We sure had fun celebrating the 100th Day of                             

kindergarten! The students enjoyed participating in 

many activities centered around recognizing numbers 

and counting. 
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First Grade 

First grade has been working on reading non-fiction text and becoming an expert at reading 
aloud. We learned about snowflakes and created nature designed snowflakes with the Naturalist 
Sondra from Fontana Park. Our classes enjoyed an Ag Lesson from Buchanan County                              
Agriculture Coordinator, Shelby Hawkins about Agricultural Careers.  As our weather changes 
daily First Grade classrooms continue to work on indoor and outdoor recess expectations. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Second Grade 
In second grade math we have been working on addition and subtraction story problems along 
with learning the foundations of multiplication and division. For writing, we have been working 
on writing non-fiction stories. We have also been continuing to work on creating and editing 
complete sentences. Finally, for reading, we have been working on determining the difference 
between fiction books and nonfiction books. Our focus is currently on studying nonfiction 
books. 

 

Music 

In K-2 Music, we have been working hard on learning rhythms, instruments, solfege, as well as 

music vocabulary. First grade expanded their knowledge on music rhythms and solfege, which is 

a special language only musicians know, and they also learned about ballet and The Nutcracker. 

Second grade and kindergarten worked on learning all of their Christmas songs for their holiday 

concerts, which ended up being a huge success, and both grades did a tremendous job!  Since 

coming back after break, second graders have been reviewing rhythms, learning solfege, and are 

learning how to write music on the staff, in addition to learning a new instrument each day.  First 

grade has started working on their songs for their Spring Concert which will be on April 4th, 2022. 

Kindergarten has been learning about Forte and Piano, when to use our Forte voices or                      

Piano voices, and also learning about the quarter note, quarter rest and a pair of eighth notes! It 

has been a great year in music, weôve all been learning a lot and having fun! 
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Our winter months have been filled with learning and lasting memories.  At 
West Elementary, our staff continually work to maintain our health and                     
well-being, build positive relationships, and provide authentic, engaging 
learning opportunities to best meet studentsô emotional and academic 
needs.  
 

As one measure of our studentsô academic success, students in the district 
will take Iowa Statewide Assessment of Student Progress (ISASP) tests during our 2022                        
designated window, April 19th-May 6th.  During the months of February and March, our building 
staff and students will be preparing for the administration of our state-wide assessment.  As the 
dates get closer, we will be sending home more information about our testing process.  
 

We are so proud of our West Mustangs and their dedication to Living the Mustang Way by being 
responsible, being respectful, showing kindness, and living gratefully. 
Go Mustangs! 

Cheri Reed, Principal 

Third Grade 

Third graders have learned and practiced non-fiction comprehension strategies to help them 
deepen their understanding.  They have learned how to find the main idea and supporting details 
of a non-fiction book.  They are currently learning strategies to use when analyzing characters 
and understanding a characterôs role in a fiction story.  In writing, students have written their own 
opinion pieces.  They learned how to state their opinion in a powerful way and support their                  
opinion with at least three different reasons.  Soon, they will be writing their own informative                
pieces to teach their audience about a topic on which they are an expert!  They are still practicing 
writing in complete sentences with capital letters and correct punctuation.  In math, they have 
been learning about the place value of large numbers and are excited to start another unit on         
multiplication.  Third graders have started their first social studies unit, exploring some of the new 
standards.  They are learning about how the Meskwaki Indians came to settle in Iowa.  In science, 
they explored invisible forces and how unbalanced forces cause pushes and pulls. The third            
graders continue to enjoy Mrs. Hawkinsô agriculture lessons each month.     

                                    

Greetings from West Elementary! 


