Code No. 501.10

TRUANCY

Regular attendance by the students at school is essential for students to obtain the maximum opportunities from the
education program. Parents and students alike are encouraged to ensure an absence from school is a necessary
absence.

Children between the ages of six and sixteen, as of September 15, residing in the Independence Community School
District are required to be enrolled in and attending an lowa accredited public or private school, or receiving
competent private instruction pursuant to state law (lowa Code 299.1A). Students are expected to attend a
minimum of 162 days per year. Truancy will not be tolerated by the board.

Students are subject to disciplinary action for truancy including, but not limited to, detention, retention, alternative
placement, release to human services, release to a guidance counselor, truancy officer, intervention team or other
appropriate third party. It shall be within the discretion of the principal to determine, in light of the circumstances,
whether a student may make up work missed because of truancy.

The principal/designee shall notify the truancy officer when a student is truant. The truancy officer shall investigate
the cause of a student’s truancy and attempt to ensure the student’s attendance. The truancy officer may take the
student into custody. A student taken into custody shall be placed in the custody of the principal. The truancy
officer shall attempt to contact the student’s parents when the student is taken into custody. If after school
administration action, the student is still truant, the truancy officer shall refer the matter over to the county attorney.

The school will participate in mediation if requested by the county attorney. The superintendent or designee shall
represent the school district in mediation. The school district will monitor the student’s compliance with the
mediation agreement and will report violations of the mediation agreement to the county attorney for possible
prosecution.

Regulations for this policy are outlined in the student handbook for each attendance center.

Legal Reference: lowa Code 8§ 294.4; 299 (2003).
281 ILA.C. 12.2(4).
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Code No. 501.10R

TRUANCY REGULATION

Attendance in school is considered extremely important for the success of a student in their academic work.
Students will be required to be in school a minimum number of days. This number will be no less than 162 days.
The following action will take place with absences that are considered as truant from school.

The building principal/designee will send a letter to the parent of a student who has missed ten (10) cumulative
days at their respective attendance center. (Code No. 501.10E1)

A mediation meeting will take place between the parent, truancy officer and building principal/designee, and
student as appropriate, when the student has missed fifteen (15) cumulative days of school. At this meeting a
detailed student specific attendance contract will be developed. This contract will include such items as
consequences for breeches of the contract up to and including referral to the county attorney for prosecution which
may happen upon the student missing the eighteenth (18) cumulative day of school.

The truancy officer will be responsible for the attendance of students in grade one through 16 years of age.
(Students who turn 16 years of age during the school year must complete that year under compulsory attendance
law.) The truancy officer will do the following:

Monitor daily attendance with assistance from building secretaries.

Will mediate at required parent conferences.

Will refer parents to the county attorney.

Will investigate and monitor persons referred to the county attorney.

Represent the Independence Community School District in any court proceedings.

The truancy officer will inform the superintendent of any scheduled mediation meetings.
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